10 very stupid ways to give points away in a competition.

| used to enjoy competition flying — now I'm just addicted. | would say that it’s like
cigarette smoking but no-one ever enjoyed their first cigarette. It's more akin to being
a gambling addict — you're always convinced that the next competition will be the big
win. Thatis - if only you didn’t keep making mistakes.

To make matters worse, I'm convinced that I've made every mistake in the book, until
| invent a whole new one. So for those of you who haven't read the health wamings
and think you'd like to give competition flying a go, | thought I'd try and save you the
pain of making your own mistakes by learmning from mine. Those of you who are
experienced glider pilots can either sit and enjoy the schadenfreude or start writing
“The 10 most stupid mistakes pari 2"

1. Not having a glider.
So ok, I've never actually arrived at a competition without a functioning glider, but
I've certainly sat on the grid waiting to launch and then realised the electric’s
don't work, the instruments don’t work, the logger doesn’t work etc. | just do the
girlie bit and call my trusty crew who runs around and sorts me out, but the
consequence is I'm stressed, he’s stressed and marital harmony has been known
to take days to recover. It helps to fly your glider in full competition set up,
including water ballast, for at least a couple of days before the competition starts,
and as near as possible to the competition starting. In an ideal world you'd arrive
at the competition two days early and the weather would be perfect for a couple
of days practice. Let me know when you find the ideal world and I'll come and join
you.

2. Not having a glider
No, I'm not repeating myself - you do actually have to have a glider for the whole
competition. This means keeping it in one piece. | always vowed and declared
that the red mist wouldn't get me. After all a competition is only a game and even
if you win no-one cares but you and your Mum — the riches and rewards of
Formula 1 certainly aren’t waiting for you. But sure enough I've arrived at silly
height under the gaggle, only to miss the climb, look down and find nowhere to
land. The fact that the glider was flying the next day had considerably more to do
with luck than judgement, and due to the faithful crew who was up all night fixing
it for me. Most of you don’t have a partner that is willing or able to do that for you
and will be driving home early scoring “nil pointes” for the rest of the week. Just
bear this is mind when you're contemplating creeping over the trees on the finish
line.

3. Missing the start
| know some very, very respectable pilots that have missed start lines but that
doesn’t make it any better. Worse still is when your team-mate says — | thought it
was odd that you tumed when you did, | didn't think you were in sector. Advice: a.
Check and recheck your startline in your GPS b. If you're floating around before
the start waiting for everyone else to start, at least log a point in the start sector,
so that worst case scenario is an earlier start time rather than “nil pointes”.

4. Landing out.
Points one to ten could alf be “landing out”. | know 101 ways to land out under a
completely soarable sky. As | sit on the ground watching gliders go overhead and

ask myself was there a climb | could have taken, the answer is nearly always yes.

When in doubt as to whether to leave a climb, ask yourself “would you would take
that climb if you were a thousand feet lower?”

The person giving the winners speech always says “it was easy, | never seemed
to getiow.” Not “.......and then | climbed away from 400ftin a 7 kt climb”

5. Missing a turn point
Not so long ago, we could have had a whole article on 10 ways to **** up your
tuming point photos. Loggers ought to have made life simpler and trouble free —
sadly not the case. Just about all of point 3 applies. Check the points in your
logger are the same as the ones in the task sheet, not the ones in the database.
As a double check, make sure the total task distance on your instrument matches
the distance on the task sheet.

6. Going to the wrong turn point
Doh !!! Not much to say about plain stupidity except beware of tumpoints with
very similar names or trigraphs.

7. Airspace
At the same time that they give out rose coloured glasses to the task setter, they
give a set of ear defenders to the scorer, to protect him from the groans of glider
pilots who think they couldn't possibly have been in airspace. If your logger says
you were in airspace, you were in airspace. Advice: a. Use some sort of moving
map. b. Make sure all the current airspace is in the map including all parachutes
zones. ¢. The old sixties car stickers saying “Don’t follow me, I'm lost too!” applies
big time. Just because others gliders are going that way doesn’t mean they aren’t
in airspace. Getting even a 4 point penalty becomes hugely costly if it ends up
doubling an inadvertent airspace breech.

8. Missing the finish line -
I'm convinced that the finish ring lobbyists consist of glider repairers rubbing their
hands in glee at the thought of more victims of point 2 above. However, at least if
it's a finish ring rather than a line, then if you get back on the airfield, you can't
miss making a good finish. But whilst you are reading this article some
malevolent competition director is sitting devising cunning ways of designing a
finish line that | can miss. Sit and listen carefully to the briefing and/or read the
local rules so you know exactly where the finish line ends so that you don't fly
round the side of it

9. Landing short on final glides.
A bit like wheels up landing, there are those that have and those that have yet to.
Sitting listening to the airfield tannoy when you've landed 1km short is depressing
but infinitely better than shovelling the pieces into the trailer after you tried to
creep over the trees. Final glides take practice and are one of those skills worth
practising even on days when you can’t get very far cross-country.

10. Admin penalties
Yes there are such things as admin penalties and I've still never forgiven the
comp director who gave me some, (you know who you are!) They don't give them
out very often, but next time it's a cold, wet evening and you have nothing better
to do, it's worth reading both the competition handbook and the local rules. Get
your get the paperwork, comp licenses etc organised well ahead of time (and
hand your logger in on time).

Feel free to return the favour and let me know your most stupid mistake before |
invent it for myself. Happy comping !



